USIA Assures Senators 
Book Subsidies Are Out 


By tiie Associated Press 

U.S. Information Agency 
spokesmen, faced with renewed 
criticism of USIA subsidies for 
books written with a pro-admin- 
istration slant, insist this is no 
■■ longer beng done. 

USIA representatives— ap- 
pearing before the Senate 
^Foreign Relations Committee on 
' another matter yesterday— were 
taken to task by chairman J. 
" William Fulbright forthe“sub- 
• sidy in secret” practice. 

The USIA has acknowledged it 
paid for publication of four 
books giving the administra- 
‘ tion’s viewpoint on Vietnam and 
» the Dominican Republic. 

Fulbright, D-Ark., often at 
odds with the Johnson adminis- 
- " tration on foreign policy, said 
the books did not indicate they 
were produced w ith support 
from (he propaganda agency. 
’ Concealing the subsidy, he said, 
“seems to be doubly subver- 
sive.” 

Morse.Critical 

Sen. Wayne Morse, D-Ore., 
. another frequent critic of the 
: administration’s foreign poli- 
, cies, said the USIA is becoming 
as “dangerous” as the Central 
Intelligence Agency as far as 


“truth to the people” is con- 
cerned. 

He said the agency “has to be 
brought under the most strin- 
gent control.” 

The attacks caught the USIA 
witnesses off guard. They said 
they had not come to the hear- 
ing prepared for a discussion of 
the book subsidies, since these 
were under the jurisdiction of 
another section of their agency. 

“I want to make it clear we’re 
not doing it now,” said Richard 
M. Schmidt Jr., USIA general 
counsel. 

Original Purpose Different 

The announced purpose of the 
hearing was to allow the agency 
to present an appeal for reacti- 
vation of a program under 
USIA’s Informational Media 
Guaranty Section that , has 
supported private distribution of 
books, magazines and films 
overseas. 

The spokesmen at the hearing 
said the book-subsidy activity 
had been under the control of 
the USIA’s Book Development 
Department. 

The Informational Media 
Guaranty program has been 
denied funds by the Senate 
Appropriations Committee for 
the last three years. Under this 
program, the . government 
underwrites overseas distribu- 
tion costs to encourage U.S. 
producers of books, magazines 
and movies to send their materi- 
als abroad. 


